Foreword

The cultural heritage and its definition, according to the paper con-
servator and conservation theorist Salvador Mufioz Vinas, experiences the
Big Bang! - its limits are rapidly expanding and involving more and more
new media, technologies and values. The proliferation of objects consid-
ered to be part of the cultural heritage contributes to the natural “heritage
growth” — today’s works of art and culture in the future will unavoidably
be placed in the heritage category. Along with the definition of the cultu-
ral heritage, the scale and variety of conservation objects is also increas-
ing, bringing along new challenges to the conservator’s profession. Thus,
schools of higher education where young conservators are trained face a
difficult task — to prepare new-generation conservation professionals who
would be able not only to apply the acquired knowledge and skills diligently
and responsibly and solve the dilemmas of conservation ethics independent-
ly, but also to adapt to the increasing variety of objects under conservation.

Conservation studies offered by European universities have dif-
ferent curricula depending on the demand for new specialists and the na-
tionwide distribution of courses provided by different schools. The Vilnius
Academy of Arts, with two branches offering conservation studies in Vil-
nius and TelSiai, has seven specializations: conservation of wall painting,
easel painting, sculpture, architecture, interior, textile, art furniture and
metal. Certainly, even this variety does not include all possible artworks.
Thus, with the aim to expand the students’ field of knowledge and share
practical problems and the chosen means to solve them, the Conservation
Department of the Vilnius Art Academy organized the international con-
ference “Art and Architecture Conservation Training in Europe: Relevant
Experiences and Mastering Conservation Methods” on April 22-23, 2021.

1 Salvador Mufioz Vinas, On the Ethics of Cultural Heritage Conservation (London:
Archetype Publications, 2020), 86-89.
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The participants of the conference — students and their academic supervi-
sors from nine different European universities — presented art critical and
technological research and case studies about already finished or just re-
cently started to be processed conservation objects. The obvious success of
the conference and the lasting value of the presentations and shared expe-
riences led us to the decision to publish part of the presented research in
this publication.

The publication starts with an article devoted to the conservation
of contemporary easel painting — the chromatic reintegration of unvar-
nished paintings by the Portuguese painter Jorge Martins — by a student
of the University of Lisbon (Portugal), Marta Aleixo, and her academic su-
pervisor Ana Baildo. The authors present a test-based study looking for
the best ratio of the binder to the paint chosen for chromatic reintegration.
As the original artworks could not be put at risk, the researchers resorted
to the help of the author of the paintings and conducted the tests on aged
mock-ups that the painter executed in the same technique. The possibility
to have direct contact with the author of the work is an extraordinary fea-
ture of the specialization of contemporary artwork conservators. It is the
subject of the article by Rita Nazaraité, an MA student of easel painting
conservation at the Vilnius Academy of Arts. In the course of conservation,
having encountered some questions that could not be answered by the al-
ready deceased painter, the author started to explore his personality and
reconstructed his detailed biography.

The third text devoted to the conservation of easel painting in this
publication belongs to an MA student of the Vilnius Academy of Arts, Milda
Tic¢kaité. It excellently illustrates how different materials and specializa-
tions are intertwined in the conservator’s work — a painted picture integrat-
ed in a church banner raises questions not only about the compatibility of
technologies and balancing between two types of artworks, but also about a
further step — the maintenance of the object. Preventive conservation is the
crucial problem of this research.

Echoes of the Big Bang mentioned at the beginning of this text
are reflected in the articles of the publication dedicated to sculpture
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conservation — they present artworks created using three different tech-
niques and different media. The case of a wooden polychrome sculpture,
a funerary sculptural coat of arms, and its surface cleaning and consolida-
tion is analyzed by conservators who completed their master’s studies at
the Conservation Department of the University of Gothenburg (Sweden):
Angela Caira, Anastasiya Serdyukova and Ana Vegaramiro. The object of
research of the Vilnius Academy of Arts graduate AuSra Dambrauskaité
is the removal of paint from a wooden polychrome sculpture. The author
discusses and compares the removal methods applied in Lithuania and en-
countered in the practice of international researchers. Both articles rely on
case studies to identify the most appropriate conservation and restoration
tools and methods.

The authors of the other two articles devoted to sculpture con-
servation take a different approach. The article by a lecturer of the Vilnius
Academy of Arts Ramuné BalandZitiniené and her students Erika Vilkiny-
té and Raimonda Zukauskaité analyzes the case of stone baroque candle-
holders from the Church of St. George the Martyr in Kaunas. The article
presents the initial stage of the conservation, during which the authors, re-
ferring to the analysis of iconographic and written sources, aimed to trace
the original shape of the candlesticks. The obtained research results helped
them to choose the further course of conservation work. In the fourth text
on sculpture conservation, Agata Oginska and Piotr Niemcewicz from Nico-
laus Copernicus University in Torun (Poland) analyze the case of the terra-
cotta sculpture of Saint Margaret of Antioch from Gostyn. The aim of the
research is to identify the methods of polychrome and gilding by which this
sculpture is decorated. Thus, both articles are focused not on the search for
the conservation methods, but on the research on the artwork itself. Analy-
sis of the conserved object, its creation technique and maintenance history
help to choose the most effective and ethically acceptable conservation and
reconstruction strategy.

The third thematic group of articles is interior conservation. One
of the two studies analyzes the conservation of a fragment of a sacral inte-
rior — wall painting in a church. The author of the article is Eva Marija Fras,
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an MA student of the University of Ljubljana, who analyzes a gothic wall
painting in Saint Leonard’s Church in Mala Ligojna (Slovenia) with the aim
to discuss its conservation process and identify the possible author of the
work. The subject of the second article dedicated to interior conservation is
much broader and from a later period — Rugilé Bruzaité, a graduate of the
Vilnius Academy of Arts specializing in interior conservation, in her article
examines the interiors of interwar Kaunas cafés. Bearing in mind how few
historical interiors have been preserved in Lithuania and how difficult their
reconstruction is, in its attention to detail and complexity this study looks
more similar to the conservation of gothic wall paintings than it might ap-
pear at first sight.

The next chapter of the publication is architecture conservation —
the field that was the first to receive attention from conservation theorists.
The research of a lecturer of the Vilnius Academy of Arts, architect-con-
servator Giedré Filipavi¢iené, is focused on the history of maintenance
work and adaptation of a wooden building in Vilnius to a new function. Her
research consistently and methodically reveals the often “invisible” pre-
history of the conservation work — prepared but unimplemented building
adaptation projects and bureaucratic steps necessary for rejuvenating the
architectural object and bringing it back to life. The article also presents
the dilemmas of maintenance work, which, in contrast to the previously dis-
cussed smaller objects, have to be solved not only by a conservator or their
group, but also by a large number of specialists who perform other func-
tions in the maintenance process.

The publication ends with an article dedicated to one of the young-
est branches of architecture — urban planning. Rasa Saltonaité, a graduate
of the Vilnius Academy of Arts specializing in architecture conservation,
analyzes the regeneration of a territory in Kaunas’ Naujamiestis, the so-
called Carmelites, in an article based on her master’s thesis. In this case,
the aspect of preservation in situ is particularly important, and the princi-
ple of the ethics of conservation, minimal intervention, faces the greatest
challenge - the preservation of valuable historical elements, while adapting
to the needs and expectations of contemporary urban planning.
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Despite the differences in the presented cases of research, the
readers of the publication will easily notice that all the articles share com-
mon dilemmas of conservation ethics. The authors of some texts clearly
point them out, while others leave them “between the lines”; however, they
cannot be avoided in the conservation practice. It is the decisions based on
conservation ethics, professional experience gained through practice and
the consistent mastering of work methods that help young conservation
specialists to grow.

Indré Uzuotaité
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Pratarme

Kultiros paveldas ir jo apibréztis, pasak popieriaus restaura-
toriaus, restauravimo teoretiko Salvador Mufioz Vinas, isgyvena Didjji
sprogimg! (the Big Bang) — sparéiai pleciasi jo ribos, jtraukdamos vis naujas
medziagas, technologijas, vertes. Objekty, laikomy kultiiros paveldu, gausé-
jimas prisideda prie natiiralaus ,,paveldo prieaugio“ — Siandienos meno ir
kultiiros kiiriniai ateityje neiSvengiamai pateks i paveldo kategorija. Kartu
su kultiiros paveldo apibréztimi pleciasi ir restauravimo objekty jvairove,
restauratoriaus profesijai kyla vis naujy isstkiy. Taigi, ir jaunuosius restau-
ratorius ruosSiancios aukstosios mokyklos susiduria su sudétinga uzduoti-
mi parengti naujos kartos restauravimo profesionalus, kurie gebéty ne tik
kruopsSéiai ir atsakingai pritaikyti jgytas zZinias bei jgidzius, savarankiSkai
spresti restauravimo etikos dilemas, bet ir prisiderinti prie gauséjancios
restauruojamy objekty ivairovés.

Europos universitetai sitlo skirtingas restauravimo studijy pro-
gramas, priklausomai nuo naujy specialisty poreikio ir aukstyjy mokykly
déstomy kursy pasiskirstymo nacionaliniu lygiu. Vilniaus dailés akademijo-
je (toliau — VDA), restauratorius ruosiancioje Vilniuje bei Tel§iuose, désto-
mos septyniy specializacijy programos: sieny tapybos, molbertinés tapybos,
skulptiiros, architektiiros, interjero, tekstilés, meniniy baldy bei metalo
restauravimo. Zinoma, ir tokia jvairové neapima visy galimy dailés kiriniy.
Todél siekiant praplésti studenty turimy Ziniy lauka, pasidalyti praktikoje
kilusiomis problemomis ir pasirinktais jy sprendimo biidais, 2021 m. balan-
dzio 22-23 d. Vilniaus dailés akademijos Restauravimo katedra suorganiza-
vo tarptautine konferencijg ,,Dailés ir architektiiros restauratoriy rengimas
Europoje: aktualios praktinés patirtys, restauravimo metody jsisavinimas®.

1 Salvador Mufioz Vinas, On the Ethics of Cultural Heritage Conservation (London:
Archetype Publications, 2020), 86-89.
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Konferencijos dalyviai — studentai ir jy darby vadovai i§ devyniy Europos
universitety pristaté atliktus menotyros ir technologinius tyrimus, atve-
jo studijas apie jau pabaigtus ar tik pradétus konservuoti bei restauruo-
ti objektus. Neabejojant konferencijos sékme ir pranesimy bei pasidalyty
patir¢iy iSliekamgja verte, nutarta dalj pristatyty tyrimy publikuoti Siame
leidinyje.

Leidinj pradeda straipsnis, skirtas Siuolaikinés molbertinés tapy-
bos restauravimui — portugaly tapytojo Jorge Martins laku nepadengty
paveiksly chromatinei reintegracijai (chromatic reintegration). Straipsnio
autorés — Lisabonos universitete (Portugalija) studijuojanti Marta Aleixo
ir jos darbo vadové Ana Baildo. Autorés pateikia bandymais paremts ty-
rima, kurj atliekant ieSkota geriausio riSiklio ir chromatinei reintegracijai
pasirinkty dazy santykio. Jos negaléjo rizikuoti originaliais dailés kiiriniais,
tad pasitelké paveikslus sukiirusio tapytojo pagalbg — bandymai buvo atlikti
ant ta pacia technika jo sukurty ir pasendinty makety (mockups). Tiesiogi-
nio kontakto su kiirinio autoriumi galimybé yra iSskirtinis Siuolaikinio meno
restauratoriy specializacijos bruozas. Restauratoriaus pazintis su kiirinio
autoriumi yra Ritos Nazaraités, VDA molbertinés tapybos restauravimo
magistrantés, straipsnio asis. Susidiirusi su restauravimo metu kilusiais
klausimais, j kuriuos atsakyti galéjo tik, deja, jau mires tapytojas, straips-
nio autoré pasinéré j jo asmenybés paieska, atvedusig prie detalios meni-
ninko biografijos.

Treciaji molbertinés tapybos restauravimui skirtg Sio leidinio tek-
stg parasé VDA magistranté Milda Tickaité. Straipsnis puikiai iliustruoja,
kaip restauratoriaus darbe persipina skirtingos medziagos ir specializaci-
jos, — tapytas paveikslas, integruotas baznytinéje véliavoje, iSkelia klausimy
ne tik apie technologijy suderinamuma, laviravima tarp dviejy meno kiriniy,
bet ir skatina apgalvoti tolimesnj Zingsnj — objekto saugojimg. Prevencinis
konservavimas yra kertiné Sio tyrimo problema.

Didziojo sprogimo, minéto Sio teksto pradzioje, atgarsiy rasime
skulptiiros restauravimui skirtuose leidinio straipsniuose — juose prista-
tomi trimis skirtingomis technikomis, i§ skirtingy medziagy sukurti meno
kiriniai. Medinés polichromuotos skulptiiros, laidotuviy skulptiirinio herbo,
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pavirsiaus valymo ir tvirtinimo (konsolidavimo) atvejj analizuoja Geteborgo
universiteto (University of Gothenburg) (Svedija) Restauravimo katedroje
magistrantiiros studijas baigusios restauratorés Angela Caira, Anastasiya
Serdyukova ir Ana Vega Ramiro. VDA absolventés Ausros Dambrauskaités
tyrimo objektas — medinés polichromuotos skulptiiros uztapymo Salinimas.
Autoré aptaria Lietuvoje taikomus bei uzsienio tyréjy praktikoje paste-
bimus uztapymo Salinimo metodus, juos tarpusavyje lygina. Abiejuose
straipsniuose pasitelkiama atvejo studija siekiant iSsiaiSkinti tinkamiausias
konservavimo ir restauravimo priemones bei metodus.

Kituose dviejuose skulptiros restauravimui skirtuose straips-
niuose pasirinktos skirtingos priemonés. VDA déstytojos Ramunés Balan-
dzifinienés ir jos studené¢iy Erikos Vilkinytés ir Raimondos Zukauskaités
parengtame straipsnyje analizuojamas akmeniniy barokiniy zvakidziy i$
Kauno Sv. Jurgio Kankinio bazny¢ios restauravimo atvejis. Straipsnyje
pristatomas pradinis restauravimo etapas, kuriame autorés, remdamosi
ikonografiniy ir raSytiniy Saltiniy analize, siekia iSsiaigkinti originalig zva-
kidziy forma. Gauti tyrimo rezultatai padeda pasirinkti tolimesne tvarkybos
darbu eigg. Ketvirtajame skulptiiros restauravimui skirtame tekste Agata
Oginska ir Piotr Niemecewicz i§ Mikalojaus Koperniko universiteto Toruné-
je (Lenkija) analizuoja terakotinés skulptiros ,,Sv. Margarita Antiochieté®
(Saint Margaret of Antioch) i§ Gostynio (Gosty) miesto restauravima. Ty-
rimo tikslas — atsekti dazymo bei paauksavimo metodus, kuriais dekoruota
§i skulptiira. Taigi, abiejy straipsniy démesys nukreiptas ne j restauravimo
metody paieSks, o i paties meno kiirinio iStyrimg. Isigilinimas i restauruo-
jama objekta, jo sukiirimo technikg ir tvarkybos istorija padeda pasirinkti
efektyviausig ir etiSkai priimting restauravimo ir rekonstrukeijos strategija.

Trecioji teminé straipsniy grupé — interjero restauravimas. Vienas
i§ dviejy tyrimy analizuoja sakralinio interjero fragmento, baznycios vidaus
sienos tapybos, restauravimg. Straipsnio autoré — Liublianos universiteto
magistranté Eva Marija Fras gilinasi j Mala Ligoinos (Slovénija) Sv. Leo-
nardo baznyc¢ios gotikine sieny tapybg, siekdama aptarti jos restauravimo
procesg ir nustatyti galimg kiirinio autoriy. Antrojo interjerui skirto tyri-
mo objektas vélyvesnis ir kur kas platesnis — VDA interjero restauravimo
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absolventés Rugilés Bruzaités straipsnyje nagrinéjami tarpukario Kauno
kaviniy interjerai. Zinant, kiek nedaug Lietuvoje isliko istoriniy interjery
ir koks sudétingas juy rekonstravimas, §is tyrimas démesiu detaléms ir
sudétingumu atrodo panaSesnis j gotikinés sieny tapybos restauravimg, nei
gali pasirodyti i$ pirmo zvilgsnio.

Galiausiai, leidinyje aptariamas architektiiros restauravimas —
anksciausiai restauravimo teoretiky démesio sulaukusi sritis. VDA désty-
tojos architektés-restauratorés Giedrés Filipavié¢ienés tyrimas sutelktas i
vieno medinio Vilniaus pastato tvarkybos darby ir pritaikymo naujai funk-
cijai istorija. Tyrime nuosekliai ir metodiskai atskleidziama daznai ,nemato-
ma‘“restauravimo darby priesistoré — parengti, taciau nejgyvendinti pastato
pritaikymo projektai, biurokratiniai Zingsniai, biitini architekttros objektui
atgaivinti ir jveiklinti. Straipsnyje pristatomos ir tvarkybos darby dilemos,
kurias, prieSingai nei ankséiau aptartuose smulkesniuose objektuose, prii-
ma ne vienas restauratorius ar jy grupé, bet ir gausybeé kitas funkeijas tvar-
kybos procese atliekanciy specialisty.

Leidinj uzbaigia straipsnis, skirtas vienai i§ jauniausiy architek-
tiros Saky — urbanistikai. Rasa Saltonaité, VDA architektiiros restauravi-
mo absolventé, magistro studijy baigiamuoju darbu paremtame straipsnyje
analizuoja vienos i§ Kauno Naujamiescio daliy, Karmelity teritorijos, re-
generacija. Siuo atveju ypacé svarbus saugojimo in situ aspektas, o restau-
ravimo etikos minimalios intervencijos principas susiduria su didziausiu
i8Sukiu — vertingy istoriniy elementy iSsaugojimu, prisitaikant prie Sian-
dienos urbanistikos poreikiy ir ltkes¢iy.

Nors ¢ia paminéti tyrimai turi skirtumy, leidinio skaitytojai
nesunkiai pastebés, kad visus straipsnius jungia bendros restauravimo
etikos dilemos. Vieny teksty autoriai jas aiSkiai jvardija, kiti palieka ,tarp
eilu¢iy”, taciau jos restauratoriy profesijoje neiSvengiamos. Biitent res-
tauravimo etika pagristi sprendimai, kartu su praktika jgyjama profesiné
patirtis ir nuoseklus darbo metody jsisavinimas uzaugina naujus restauravi-

mo specialistus.

Indré Uzuotaité
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