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Straipsnio tikslas — nustatyti, kas ir kaip globojo rankrastinés knygos kulttira Lietuvos DidzZiojoje

Kunigaikstystéje (toliau — LDK). Tikslo siekiama remiantis islikusiais rankrastiniy knygy egzemplioriais,

juose likusiais to meto jrasais apie knygy perrasymo ir funkcionavimo aplinkybes, Ziniomis i$ rankrastiniy

ir publikuoty archyviniy $altiniy bei istoriografiniy rankrastinés knygos tyrimy. Straipsnyje aptariamos

mecenavimo formos ir intencijos, kurias liudija i$likusiy kolofony, dovanojimo jrasy retorika, taip pat

konstatuojama to meto mecenaty socialiné padétis.

REIKSMINIAI ZODZIAIL: rankrastiné knyga, mecenatas, uzsakovas, intencija, dovanojimas.

Mecenavimg suprantame kaip jvairialypés ka-
rybinés veiklos pavieniy asmeny globg. Skirtingose
epochose démesys menui pasireiské labai jvairiai, tai
atsispindi ir mecenaty veikloje, jos formose. Rene-
sanse labiau buvo remiama literatara, baroke — dailé,
architekttira ir muzika. Viduramziais visas menas buvo
uzsakomasis', tad prie globojamy kultarinés veiklos
sfery baty galima priskirti ir rankrastiniy knygy kari-
ma pagal uzsakyma/paliepima. Uzfiksavusi rastu Dievo
zodj, knyga tapo dvasiniu simboliu, o rasytas zodis -

tikéjimo, meno, galios ir turto israiska tiek baznyti-

1 ,Uzsakovai', in: ViduramzZiy Zodynas: Sqvokos. Reiskiniai. Daly-
kai, sudarytojas Peter Dinzelbacher. Vilnius, 2004, p. 563-564.
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niame, tiek pasaulietiniame gyvenime. Svarbi buvo ne
tik kodekse saugoma informacija, bet ir pati knyga,
tapusi labai vertingu objektu. Surasyta auksu ar sidabru
pergamente ar popieriuje, prabangiai iliuminuota bei
jrista, knyga jgijo sakralig reik$éme, buvo suprantama
kaip dovana, palankumo jrodymas.

Galima teigti, kad LDK kultaros istorijoje rankras-
tinés knygos ir jos mecenaty klausimas nebuvo nagri-
néjamas dél rastijos ir knygos istorijai taikyto kalbos
kriterijaus. Tekstuose buvo minimi didiky aplinkoje
sukurti Lietuvos Statutai, Lietuvos metrasciai, Alberto
Gostauto uzsakytas Maldynas bei kiti pavieniai arte-

faktai. Siuo metu mokslo darbuose tyréjy jtvirtintas



PATRONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT
BOOK IN THE GDL IN THE
14T - MID-16™ CENTURY

Rima Cicéniené

KEYWORDS: manuscript book, patron, commissioner,

intention, donation.

SUMMARY

It may be suggested that within the cultural history of

the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (hereinafter GDL) the
question of manuscript books and their patrons has

not been discussed as a result of the language criteria
applied to the written language and history of the book.
The principle for the attribution of artefacts established

by researchers - “everything that was re-created was
assimilated or created in the Duchy or by its citizens in

it and behind its boundaries” - has allowed us to cast a
fresh eye over much of the cultural phenomena of the
period (the patronage of a manuscript book amongst
them). The article aims to ascertain how well guarded the
culture of the manuscript book was in the GDL, and who
was responsible for its upkeep. To achieve such aims the
article makes extensive reference to the surviving copies of
manuscript books and surviving inscriptions regarding the
circumstances surrounding the books’ rewriting and their
function, and it also makes reference to the data collected
from manuscript and published archival sources and
historiographical researches into the manuscript book. The
chronological boundaries of the subject is the period from

the first 14" century order of manuscript book recorded in
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the documents to the establishment of the first constantly
operating publishing house in the GDL (1575).

During the Middle Ages literature and other fields
of art were of a patronal nature and were created at the
request of patrons. Thus alongside the patron’s synonyms
of founder, benefactor and custodian, the concept of a
commissioner (patron) was also in usage. The intentions of
the custodians of the manuscript book of the GDL slightly
altered from the 14™ to 16™ centuries. Nevertheless, its main
purposes, such as the commemoration of a person and his
family, and as an expression of piety remained. Later the
stimuli for patronage became a matter of personal prestige
and associated with the strengthening of social status,
along with a desire for immortalization.

The material under analysis provides for the conclusion
that at the beginning of the period under discussion we
may talk of persons whose activities were witness to the
manifestations of patronage. From the mid-15" century
the patrons of manuscript books were rulers, hierarchs
of the Church, and magnates, while from the 16" century
the nobles fell under this category as well. The main
forms of the patronage become clear: an order was issued
for the making of a new copy of a book; and this book
was to be bound using precious metals and be ornately
illuminated. The selection of materials and the manner
of ornamentation depended upon the commissioners.
Further historical research into ascertaining the identity
of the manuscript books’ commissioners and investigation
into the history of the books’ function would provide
supplementary knowledge about the history of the
patronage phenomenon in the GDL, and at the same
time complement the newly approached organic whole of

Lithuanian cultural history.



