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Ac ta Aca dem i a e A rtium V iln ensis /  60      2011 

„Tuomet tave pagaus Viešpaties dvasia, tu būsi 
kartu su jais dvasios pakilime 

ir tapsi kitu žmogumi“ (1 Sam 10,6) 
„Dabar aš bejėgis, nors ir pateptas karaliumi“  

(2 Sam 3,39)

Įvadas 

Pastaraisiais metais tyrinėjant šv. Kazimiero kulto ir 
ikonografijos santykį, gerbimo tradicijos įtaką atvaiz-
dui, tapo aišku, kad taip vadinamo „vietinio šventojo“ 
karalaičio Kazimiero kulto genezė, sklaida ir dinamika 
priklausė nuo tam tikroje epochoje vykusių bažnyti-

nio gyvenimo permainų, reformų ir aktualijų1. Tapo 
aišku, kad baroko epochoje šv. Kazimiero vaizdavimo 
tradicija turi visus Europos šventiesiems valdovams 
būdingus bruožus, kad, nepaisant karūnuotų ir nie-
kada realiai valstybės nevaldžiusių karališkos kilmės 
šventųjų, jų gyvenimo epochų, istorinių, geografinių 
skirtumų, hagiografijos įvairovės, ištęstų ir pagreitintų 
kanonizacijos procesų, pamaldumo raiška ir pagrindi-
niai akcentai šventųjų valdovų ikonografijoje turi žy-
miai daugiau bendrumų, nei skirtumų. Šio supratimo 

1	S igita Maslauskaitė, Šv. Kazimiero atvaizdo istorija XVI–XVIII a., 
Vilnius: Lietuvos nacionalinis muziejus, 2010. 
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Straipsnio tikslas – pristatyti iš karališkosios dinastijos kilusio valstybės globėjo gerbimo tradicijos istoriją, 
pamaldumo šaltinius ir pirmavaizdžius. Naudojant „asimetrinį“ komparatyvinį metodą, ieškoma atsakymo 
į klausimą, ar X–XII a. ir XVI–XVII a. šventųjų valdovų kultus suformavusios aplinkybės lėmė didelių 
skirtumų atsiradimą valdovų hagiografijoje ir ikonografijoje, ir, kaip Naujųjų laikų šventojo – karalaičio 
Kazimiero – kultas siejasi su „giminingais“ viduramžių šventaisiais valdovais.
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Summary

This article presents the history of the cult of the state’s 
patron of royal origins, and the sources and prototypes of 
the tradition of the veneration of the sainted rulers. The 
article looks for an answer to the question of whether the 
circumstances that formed the cults of saints in 9th – 10th 
century and 16th – 17th century determined large differences 
in the hagiography and iconography of rulers, and how 
the cult of the Prince Casimir, the Saint of the Modern era, 
corresponded with “kindred” ruler saints of the Middle Ages.

The history of the state patrons’ cult shows that 
Christianity sought to reconcile the devotedness of 
an ascetic with the victories of a courageous hero, and 
virtuousness with royal origins and royal duties. The 
tradition of the ruler saints’ veneration that ripened in the 
12th century, post mortem events and the references that 
were made to Biblical figures were intended to reveal the 
main regulations of the Catholic Church: 1. to announce 
Catholicism’s entrenchment within a young Christian state; 
2. that the Christian ruler is a soldier of Christ and a mirror 
of virtues who is suited to declaring the teaching of the 
Church; 3. the ruler is a defender of the Catholic faith; that 
the kings following the faith’s example will not lose their 
way of truth and will be diligent persecutors of those who 
are “steeped in prejudice”. Specula principis are concluded 
with an incitement to follow the kings of the Old Testament 
and the rulers who were canonized as saints by the Catholic 
Church. Danes are invited to follow St. Canute, Germans 
– St. Henry, Hungarians – St. Stephen, Austrians – St. 
Leopold, Czechs – St. Vaclav, and French – St. Ludovico; 
from the 17th century Poles and Lithuanians are encouraged 
to follow St. Casimir. 

The political development of Lithuania in the 14th century 
rather resembles the development of pagan states of earlier 
centuries. The Hungarians were the last nation of Central 
Europe to convert to Christianity. The cult of St. Stephen 
spread in Hungary under the similar circumstances as 
the tradition of St. Casimir’s veneration in Lithuania.  The 
Christian world was given a message that thanks to St. 
Casimir, Catholicism had taken root in a state in which the 
seed of the Gospel had only recently been germinated. The 
Baroque hagiography of St. Casimir adopts the pronounced 
values of the Middle Ages; the images, rhetoric figures and 
symbols that are emphasised, repeated and used in his 
veneration are those that were formed during the Middle Ages.

The changes that took place within the basic themes and 
subjects of the hagiographic and iconographic traditions 
reveal what the most relevant aspects of the saint rulers and 
state patrons and signs of the epochs were: sometimes larger 
emphasis is placed on Old Testament rulers, sometimes – on the 
New David the Messiah. The tradition of the rulers’ veneration 
reveals what features of this image and hagiography were 
important to a specific community or even the whole Church.

The initiative of the cult of the saints arose “from the 
believers” who in one way or another were acquainted with 
people who had, following their death, began to be venerated; 
moreover, devotion to the rulers was also prompted and 
expanded  by the efforts of a family and dynasty. It is obvious 
that the example of life and holy death demonstrated by the 
young Jogailaitis was relevant to the rulers of Poland and 
Lithuania and for his exaltation they used the time honoured 
rhetoric and symbolism of the veneration  of the saint kings. 
In the late 16th century, Lithuania with its Baptist rulers could 
not pretend to match the medieval “honour of the altar” of 
the saint patrons and state Baptists. However, soon Prince St. 
Casimir of Lithuanian origins took place next to St. Stephen, 
St. Vaclav and St. Ladislaus.  
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